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KDWA CALENDAR

For members and guests

Sat 6 Oct: Meet your Candidates*

 Taroona Beach, 1–3 pm

Sun 7 Oct: KDWA Chats & Wags**

 Suncoast Dog Park, 10–11 am

Wed 10 Oct:  Meet your Candidates*

 Suncoast Dog Park, 5–6 pm

Sat 13 Oct:         Meet your Candidates*

 Tyndall (Kingston) Beach, 1–3pm

Thur 18 Oct:   KDWA Chats#

 2 Osborne Esplanade

 Kingston Beach, 7.30–8.30 pm

Sat 20 Oct:         Meet your Candidates*

 Dru Point Dog Park, 1–3 pm

Sun 4 Nov: KDWA Chats & Wags**

 Dru Point Dog Park, 10–11 am

Sun 2 Dec:         KDWA Chats & Wags**

 Suncoast Dog Park, 10–11 am

*KDWA-endorsed Kingborough Council

   candidates

**Chats & Wags = Social gathering (with dogs)

#
Chats = Committee meeting (no dogs)

 

WALKABOUT 
September 2018, Issue Number 127 

 

From the new President 

Well, this is a surprise! To be KDWA President after 

being on the committee only since June! 

In that time, it’s been a rollercoaster ride for KDWA 

with our campaign against the draft Kingborough 

Council Dog Management Policy. We organised the 

public rally, met with councillors, wrote our 

submission to Council and negotiated through MANY 

phone calls and emails. And we had partial success, 

with last-minute improvements to the draft Policy.  

What motivates me is my whippets, Ruby and Max. 

Nothing gives me more joy than unleashing them and 

watching their high-energy response to being off-lead. 

On a beach, Ruby will propel her body through the 

sand in a large manic circle ending in a magnificent 

play-bow to invite her brother, Max, to join her. Then 

they peel off together in a random direction at sonic 

speed, sending sand flying and ending abruptly as 

they change direction or come to a sudden stop.  

We’ve been to most dog-friendly beaches in southern 

Tasmania to watch this spectacle unfold, and it didn’t 

make sense that we couldn’t access one of the five 

local beaches at home in Taroona. 

Now we have achieved a small section of Taroona 

Beach for off-lead walking. It’s not a fair share, but it’s 

a start. Some objections have been articulated in 

letters to the editor. I contacted the writer of a more 

reasonable letter and am meeting him to nut out our 

common ground, so we can help the community 

adjust. The old signs saying No Dogs have not been 

removed yet, but they will be replaced with new by-

law signage soon, and dog-owners can use the space 

responsibly: have effective control of your dog at all times, pick up poo and respect other beach users.  

The future holds promise; enjoy your walks, Georgia. 
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Kingborough Dog Management Policy 2018 

On Monday 10 September 2018, the Kingborough Council passed its long-awaited new Dog Management 

Policy, and it was a significant improvement on the draft plan presented in April. Thanks for the support that 

made this happen! 

The table below shows the KDWA ‘wish list’ that was provided to Council before two closed workshops for 

Councillors and staff, to give councillors a clear idea of what we wanted. 

To read a summary of the changes, go to: www.kingborough.tas.gov.au/2018/09/council-meeting-summary/ 

 

What we wanted Status 

KDWA to be recognised as a stakeholder in the 

Dog Management Policy. 

Achieved. 

A fair share of dog beaches for on and off-leash 

exercise. 

We achieved Clarks Beach in Coningham, part of 

Middleton Beach and, after a last-minute 

amendment with Cr Dean Winter’s help, year-round 

off-lead access to the eastern end of Taroona beach. 

Taroona’s off lead exercise area in Apex Park to be 

retained at existing size. 

Achieved. 

Fencing of the existing off-leash exercise area in 

View Drive (near the Kingborough Sports Centre). 

Already budgeted for. 

Another off-leash exercise area for Taroona Effectively achieved given the granting of access to 

Taroona Beach. 

Campaign to improve dog owners’ collection of dog 

poo 

Partially achieved. Dog Management Handbook to 

be developed in consultation with us. 

Education campaign about dogs and children Partially achieved IF the Dog Management 

Handbook goes to all residents, not just dog owners. 

More off-leash tracks We lost access to Tinderbox track almost entirely to 

wedge-tailed eagles and Alum Cliffs track is no 

longer off-leash for dogs. We gained the Suncoast 

Trail, stretching from the Suncoast Dog Park 

towards Blackmans Bay foreshore trail at the rear of 

Suncoast Drive.   

Improved tone and wording of the Policy Achieved. Much effort has gone into changing the 

policy language to make it more friendly and to 

clarify restrictions under state legislation.  

Future planning, given 40 per cent of households 

include at least one dog and that Kingborough is 

the second fastest growing area in Tasmania.  

Not achieved, although Council suggested four 

locations to be investigated as possible off-lead 

options: Sedgebrook Reserve (already being used 

as such), Mirramar Park, Leslie Vale Oval and area 

behind the Kettering Fire Station.  

http://www.kingborough.tas.gov.au/2018/09/council-meeting-summary/
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KDWA AGM and new committee 

Our Annual General Meeting was held on 13 September 2018 at the Kingston Library, and was well-

attended.  

Sincere thanks to departing Secretary Diane Balding and Committee Member Val Latham. 

Welcome to our  

• new President Georgia Clark 

• new Secretary Maureen Robinson 

• new committee members: Tony Walch, Carl Mann and Maggy Hunter 

Thanks to: 

• Venie Phillips for staying on, now as Vice President 

• Ailsa Richard for staying on as Treasurer and Public Officer 

• Carol Baines for staying on, now as committee member 

• Pru Cooper for staying on as a committee member 

• Belinda Fenney-Walch for staying on as newsletter editor. 

The elected executive and committee members are listed below: 

20178–2019 KDWA Executive and Committee

President: Georgia Clark

Phone: 0429 852 125

Email: georgia.elizabeth.clark@gmail.com

Vice President: Venie Phillips   

Phone: 0419 306 021 

Email: venie.phillips@gmail.com  

Treasurer and Public Officer: Ailsa Richard 

Phone: 6229 1916.  

Email: ailsa.richard@internode.on.net 

Secretary: Maureen Robinson 

Email: maureenr@iinet.net.au 

Committee Members: 

Carol Baines, Pru Cooper, Tony Walch, Carl 

Mann and Maggy Hunter 

Newsletter Editor and Co-opted Committee 

Member: Belinda Fenney-Walch 

Email: belindafw@gmail.com 

 

Thank you 

• Jan Barrington for managing the KDWA website for the last couple of 

years. It’s a significant behind-the-scenes role.  

• Peter McIntosh for assuming responsibility for the KDWA website.  

• Margie McGee, for building the awesome KDWA letterbox at Suncoast 

Park (pictured) after the old one was damaged.  

• Dean Winter, Kingborough Council candidate for Councillor and Mayor, 

for strong support of our campaign to make Kingborough dog-friendly. 
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Kingborough Council election: KDWA candidates 

The recent review of the dog management policy was highly frustrating for KDWA, as we watched a 

favourable draft be switched for a negative one. We lobbied hard for a fairer policy to benefit the whole 

community – not just the 40 per cent of households that include dogs – and for council to demonstrate 

forward-thinking to accommodate the population growth that will bring more families and their dogs.  

The protracted debate led to the KDWA taking an unprecedented step in its twenty-year history – 

endorsing two candidates for council election. 

Why do this, when it looks like we made some progress in the amended (fourth and final!) policy? If we 

compare the 2010 policy to the new 2018 one, it’s two steps forward and two steps back. This does not give 

us confidence for future planning. We know how important it is to have dog-friendly people on council and 

we’re working hard to help make that happen. 

Sam Scarlett and Tony Burley have different 

backgrounds and visions for Kingborough. They 

have in common a love of dogs, and have agreed 

to honour the values of KDWA if they are elected. 

They are not one-issue candidates. They have 

firm ideas about many matters of importance to our 

community, and will bring fresh and independent 

thinking to the council.  

Our election pamphlets will arrive in letter boxes soon, and keep your eyes peeled for Sam and Tony’s 

election billboards around the municipality.  

THANK YOU to all members who have donated funds to help us promote our endorsed candidates in the 

election. If you haven't received a direct and personalised thank you, please check with our treasurer that 

we have your details correct. Look out for the full-page ad in the Kingborough Chronicle on Tuesday 9 

October. 

Sam says: 

“I love living in Kingborough. It has developed over time and we have a lot to be proud of, but it hasn’t been 

easy. I work in real estate and have experience striking a balance between sensible development and 

protecting the environment. I have come to notice our council appear to be in navel-gazing mode, resulting 

in ‘paralysis by analysis’. I want council to move to a ‘can do’ attitude: spend rate-payers money wisely and 

transparently while living within its budget, upgrade ageing infrastructure sensibly and plan beyond the 

election cycle.” (Mobile 0447 550 288) 

Tony says: 

“I am keen to maintain the safety of my pet, my family, the community, and native animals and birds 

because balancing the needs of all makes a cohesive community. I spoke at the KDWA rally because I 

wanted to establish more access and better resources for dogs and their families and I knew then that I 

wanted to run for council. I’m a local in Taroona – we have ageing roads, paths, stormwater and toilets; a 

snapshot of the same issues all over Kingborough. I see disability access in our community is overlooked 

and the difficulties faced by our seniors are unacceptable. Ratepayers are paying for a service and not 

receiving an adequate return.” (Mobile 0419 977 668) 
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Kingborough Council election: survey of candidates 

KDWA has sent a survey about dog management to all candidates standing for election. We will publish the 

results on www.dogwalkingtas.org.au/kingborough and Facebook page by 9 October, before the election – 

look out for it. 

Last election, only 54 per cent of residents voted – just over half the enrolled voters decided who got in. 

Whatever you do – VOTE, and vote wisely. 

It will be a postal ballot, with forms arriving in letterboxes from Monday 8 October. We will be voting for 10 

councillors plus mayor and deputy mayor.  

There are 18 candidates. 

The year ahead 

KDWA has a new committee and has goals to set for the short- and long-term future of the Association. 

Please let us know your priorities. 

This year, we also have a handbook 

to develop in partnership with the 

Council (again, let us know if you 

have ideas for this) a website to 

update  

And we have a birthday party to 

plan, with KDWA turning twenty 

this year!  

It’s a great time to celebrate the 

history, the achievements, the 

members and the amazing 

contributions of past and present 

presidents and committee members. 

Watch this space! 

KDWA inaugural treasure hunt  

Ten competitors and their dogs enjoyed our inaugural treasure hunt.  

Thanks to Tony and Ailsa for organising this, and to Ailsa for doing the clues! 

We received feedback that participants enjoyed walking their dog while having to think with a purpose.  

The Huntingfield Pony and Riding Club morning tea was stunning with cakes, including one four layered 

vanilla sponge with cream and strawberries, scones, tarts and chocolate! 

Know other dog walkers in Kingborough? 

Please encourage other dog owners to join KDWA – more voices give greater influence! 

A 2018–19 KDWA membership form is attached. Please print a few out and pass them on to fellow dog 

owners. Every new member helps! 

http://www.dogwalkingtas.org.au/kingborough
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Get to know your committee 

Georgia Clark (President) 

Georgia lives in Taroona with her partner, Peter, and 

whippets Max and Ruby. She joined KDWA in June 2018 

and is instrumental in our campaign to make 

Kingborough dog friendly. She co-founded and co-

administers the Sighthound Appreciation Society Hobart, 

which meets monthly for an on-lead walk or off-lead play 

in a fenced dog exercise area. Georgia also runs the 

Taroona Good Dog Network on Facebook, created in 

response to the restrictive draft of Kingborough Council’s 

dog management policy.  

Georgia loves walking her dogs daily - this one simple activity has opened up her neighbourhood and her 

community to her in a way she never could have predicted. 

Georgia also has two grown children and is often on stage (theatre) or on air (Print Radio) when she's not 

on social media.  

 

Venie Phillips (Vice President): 

 

Venie needs little introduction, having joined KDWA in 2008 and been a 

highly effective President the past two years.  

She is a retired primary school teacher and committed miniature schnauzer 

owner. Her current dog Kai (pictured) has been an essential part of her life 

since her husband’s death last year.  

Venie said she is active in KDWA because she believes it's a great 

organization. “KDWA fills a real need - to look out for, and promote the 

interests of dogs and dog-owners.” 

 

 

Ailsa Richard (Treasurer) 

Ailsa has lived in Kingborough since arriving from Sydney 40 years ago. She is a founding and life member 

of KDWA. She has been married to George for over 50 years and they have two daughters and four 

grandsons. Ailsa loves sport particularly tennis and cricket, and all things ‘crafty’, particularly dyeing, felt 

making, and knitting.  

  



7 
 

Maureen Robinson (Secretary) 

Maureen is a retired State public service manager, living in Taroona 

with her two Old English Sheepdogs. She is a volunteer on several 

community committees, including the Taroona Community Association, 

and has been president, secretary and committee member of various 

dog clubs for over 40 years. She was a local councillor for two terms in 

her previous life in Perth (WA), where she also bred and exhibited Old 

English Sheepdogs and German Shorthaired Pointers. Maureen has 

been a member of the KDWA since moving to Tassie and supports the 

KDWA in its efforts to provide adequate off-lead exercise areas for 

Kingborough dog owners. 

 

Carol Baines (Committee Member) 

Carol is a registered nurse who lives in Taroona and has two seriously 

gorgeous black labradors, Eric and Rita (pictured). Eric is so awesome, he 

runs the KDWA facebook page – but only under instruction from Rita.  

Carol has been on the committee a long time and enjoys being part of a 

social group that is just for dog and dog-owners. 

 
 

 

Tony Walch (Committee Member) 

Another one who needs little introduction. Tony is a Founding Member and Life Member of KDWA. He has 

been on the committee for 18 of its 20 years existence and has held, at some point, every position on the 

committee except Vice President. Tony’s tireless efforts with KDWA and in other aspects of his life recently 

earned him an Order of Australia Medal. 

Tony is married to Felicity and they’ve had labradors most of their lives: Max (dec), Paddy (dec), Murphy 

(dec), Merlin (dec) and Bailey (aged 11).  

Many years ago, Tony also started a Heart Walking group at the request of the Kingborough Council and 

under the auspices of the Heart Foundation. This is going strong with a 1-hour walk every Tuesday morning 

for anyone wanting to keep themselves reasonably fit (not for people who have heart problems). Dogs are 

welcome but not essential. It is a good social outing, with about 15 to 20 participants each week.  

Belinda Fenney-Walch (Committee Member and Newsletter Editor) 

Belinda works in a health policy role and is the co-owner (with husband Andrew) of Dogs Holiday Havens, 

Hobart’s original dog home-stay service. Belinda adores dogs of all shapes and sizes and they have been 

an important part of her family forever. Most evenings there are six dogs scattered around her lounge room, 

including her beloved Charlie (10) and Spotty (14). As with most KDWA members, Belinda is a frequent 

dog-walker, especially at Dru Point, Kingston Beach and around the Sports Centre. 

 



 
 

 

KDWA MEMBERSHIP FORM 2018–2019 

(For your use or to pass on to a prospective member) 

 

 

Names (list the names of all family members to be included in the membership): 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please circle to indicate: New Member or Renewing Member:  

Address_______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ Post Code: ________ 

Phone: ________________________  Email: _________________________________________ 

Dog/s: name and breed: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________  

 

Payment of $15 (single) or $20 (family)  

Three ways to pay:  

1. Bank transfer: 

BSB: 037015  / Account Number: 125518 

Account Name: Kingborough Dog Walking Association  

 Reference: Please enter your surname in the Reference space, then email or post your 

membership form to us, so we can record your payment.  

2. Cheque: 

 Payable to Kingborough Dog Walking Association 

 Post to PO Box 39, Kingston 7051, with your membership form.  

3. Cash: 

 Give your completed form and the money to a KDWA committee member. 


