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Despite the recent cold wet 
weather, spring is almost upon 
us!  
The daffodils are blooming, 
some trees are starting to 
blossom and the birds are 
looking under the eaves for 
nesting  places! 
 
The next few months promise 
to provide great weather for 
getting out and enjoying the 
change of season. For those 
dog owners who look beyond 
the pavement for their exer-
cise, both forest and beach 
walks are on offer.  
 
Early spring days offer cool 
forest walks as (hopefully) the 
mud dries and the snakes  
are still asleep.  
Later in the season, the dog friendly beaches are pristine under a not-too-hot sun.  
 
The walk schedule for the next 3 months includes forest walks, including a new one, with a beach 
walk to get you in the mood for summer. Mid-week walks through Ranelagh and Huonville will cater 
to those who prefer something closer to home.    
 
Sunshine, flowers, birdsong, fresh air  - how can you not join us on a walk this Spring? 

Castle Forbes Bay on a wintry foggy morning—the dogs loved it! 

mailto:huondogwalkers@gmail.com
http://www.dogwalkingtas.org.au
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THERE’S MORE TO US THAN WALKING 
It’s nearly the end of our financial year and membership fees will become due in October. October 24th is also our AGM. 
I’ve been asked a few times about what the HVDWA does with the $20 membership fee when the walks cost little to organise.  
A reasonable question from people not familiar with the Club. 
 

What does the membership fee do?  
It helps us to further the HVDWA’s community focused goals of improving the local environment for dogs and encouraging  
responsible dog ownership. 
 

We fund projects such as the Huonville, Cygnet and Geeveston Dog exercise areas. Even if we’re lucky enough to secure a grant 
for something, it only covers a portion of costs.  
 

We have to pay for advertising, printing newsletters and educational material, venue fees, insurance etc. 
 

It enables us make cash donations or buy supplies (food, leads, bedding etc.) for worthy charities that help dogs in need.  
 

The list goes on.  
 

So, if you love dogs and  love living in the Huon Valley, your $20 or $25 membership fee is a good investment and...we have great 
walks! 

 

IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU AND YOUR DOG 
If you enjoy reading 'Tails of the Valley', why not contribute and make it even better? 
Photos of your dog, a doggy birthday, or anything which involves dogs or dog owners in the Huon Valley are most welcome. Email 
your contribution to huondogwalkers@gmail.com. Please don’t hesitate to call me on 0424 504 043 if you have any questions. 
 
Happy reading! 
 
 
Please note that any opinions in this column are not necessarily those of the Huon Valley Dog Walking Association committee or members. 

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 

Heather Brown 
Editor 

mailto:huondogwalkers@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter
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As always, the HVDWA is raising funds for our own projects to  
benefit facilities for dogs around the Huon and to help worthy  

Tasmanian charities that support dogs in need. 
 

Please help us by visiting our Garage Sale 
Always a great bargain to be had  

 
 

Donations will also be collected for “A Paw Up”, a charity support-
ing homeless Tasmanians and their pets to help keep animals and 

their owners together.  
  

Donations of pet food would be especially welcome. 
 
 

 

Saturday 29 August, 10.00am—2.00pm 
 

Cradoc Hall, Channel Hwy, Cradoc 
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Frances Cooke 

Frances joined the HVDWA in 2016 and became a committee member 2017. She has been a valuable  
contributer to the association with her extensive experience with dogs and many fund raising efforts for  
organisations such as the Dogs Homes of Tasmania. 
 
Frances developed a lifelong love of animals despite her parents not liking animals at all.  Her first memory of a 
dog is riding the next door neighbour’s Golden Retriever, Sally, after she, with her mother and brother, was 
evacuated from Kent in England to Vancouver Island in Canada during World War 2. Fortunately, Sally was 
very patient and lay down when she had had enough.  Frances recalls Sally’s hair getting up her nose.  After 
the war, the family were reunited back in Surrey. 
 
Although she didn’t have her own animals until she was married, her early life was full of animals, particularly 
horses. This led to her desire to become a vet, however this was very difficult for women at the time so she 
qualified as an Assistant, and then Intermediate, Instructor with the British Horse Society.  Over the next few 
years her work with horses included teaching children to ride and looking after animals for film and TV shows.  
She spent one weekend looking for a cow with a crumpled horn!  Another memorable experience was riding 
sidesaddle as a stand-in for Maid Marian in the “Robin Hood” TV series starring Richard Greene.  Another job 
involved travelling all over Europe to show jumping events with Olympic standard horses. 

Frances met Ben, her future husband, when he came to learn to ride at the riding school at which she worked.  
He wanted to learn in the belief that the best cure for a Saturday night hangover was a Sunday morning horse 
ride.  Ben was also the only one of her pupils who ever fell off a stationary horse! 
 
Frances’s first dog was a wedding present from Ben’s godfather, a yellow lab called Maserati, who joined a Sia-
mese cat called Lotus Elite.  Such exotic names came from Ben who was a rally driver and designer with Ford 
Motor Company. Vets were often reluctant to desex dogs at that time and Maserati and his pal, Rags, may 
have been responsible for a number of puppies within a 10 mile radius! 

Frances and Ben emigrated to South Australia in 1978 when Ben was head-hunted to be Principal at the Col-
lege of Art .   Frances’s career with horses continued and she qualified as a State Instructor and National Ex-
aminer for RDA (Riding for Disabled Australia).   
 
In South Australia, Frances volunteered 
as a riding instructor for disabled children 
and adults, having a huge impact on their 
lives by giving them the opportunity to 
view the world from high up on a horse 
rather than low down from a wheelchair. 
She and Ben had a 40 acre property with 
‘wild cattle and fierce sheep’.  
 
Pictured right is  George, Frances and 
Ben’s best carriage horse, exercising in 
preparation for a 27km course with 
Frances and Ben in the sulky.  He needed 
to be very fit for such a course. 
 

 

Local Dog Lover 
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Frances was always surrounded by dogs as the 
groom’s job often involved looking after dogs, such as 
the Jack Russells who were kept for rat catching in 
stables.  Among the stable dogs over the years were 
a blind bloodhound, a Corgi, a Dachshund, a German 
Shepherd and several Labradors including a black 
Labrador called Andromeda.  She and Ben brought a 
2 year old white Boxer, Tarot, from England.  There 
was Honey, a Bassett, and a deaf Staffy, Timber, who 
Frances communicated with in hand signals. 

The most extraordinary dog was Toffee, a yellow Lab 
which she bought for Ben as a retirement present.   
Toffee was selected from a litter of 7 pups; all except  
one were in a pile wrestling while Toffee was fast 
asleep on the side.  She was a large placid dog and 
nothing ever worried her.   
Toffee became chief carer for another dog, Polar, 
who developed arthritis at 9 months and was on med-
ication until she died aged 8.  Toffee lived to the great 
age of 14.   
 
In 1998 Frances and Ben moved to Tasmania and 
lived on 5 acres at Surges Bay, with Toffee, Polar, and 
a terrier, Toby.  One day another dog turned up; it had 
German Shepherd ears, small body and bandy legs 
 and was named Truffle.   
 

 
These days, Frances’s constant companions are  Ma-
tilda, a  2 year old Shih Tzu and Henry, a 5 year old 
Shih Tzu.  Henry is also Matilda’s great uncle.  He is a 
great fund raiser, sitting quietly outside Woolworths 
during collections for the Dogs Homes of Tasmania 
and loves nothing better than sitting in the sun or on 
his couch at home.  On the other hand, Matilda has a 
strong prey drive, is more  
destructive than any Labrador, endlessly cheerful and 
curious and constantly busy.   
 
What advice does Frances give others?   
“Every human being should have a dog.   
They are great company, great conversation starters 
and great watchdogs. “ 
 

“Dogs make life better”! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

    Frances with Henry and Matilda 

Beloved pets of the past: Basset—Honey,  
Terrier—Toby, Boxer—Tarot 
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September is National Desexing Month 

Did you know dogs can become pregnant as early as 6 months of age and cats at 4 months of age?  
To minimize this risk, we recommend having your pets de-sexed. 
 
For female dogs, we recommend having them de-sexed at 6 months of age. We recommend having them done 
at this age as female dogs can go onto heat as early as 6 months, and it is ideal to have them spayed before 
this happens to minimise complications and of course the risk of falling pregnant. Otherwise, if your female dog 
is mature and has already had a heat, we then recommend having them spayed 3 months after the heat has 
ended. 
 
For male dogs, we also recommend having them done at 6 months of age as a starting point. Boys do not have 
a heat and do not necessarily need to be de-sexed at 6 months of age, but if they are left entire, then their tes-
tosterone can increase which can be a problem for many reasons! 
 
What is involved in this procedure? 
Routine castrations and spays are day procedures, which means that you will have your fur baby back at home 
that same day. You must drop your pet off to us in the morning on an empty stomach (no breakfast, however 
water is okay) and they will be admitted to our clinic for the day, and will go home in the afternoon. They are 
provided with pain relief during and after surgery, so that the procedure is made as stress free as possible, they 
will also go home on 3-4 days of pain relief. 
 
Advantages 
There are many advantages in de-sexing your pet. It greatly reduces the risk of cancers or diseases of the re-
productive organs, such as testicular cancer, breast cancer, ovarian tumours, prostate problems, and uterine 
infections. If a female dog is spayed before the first heat her chance of developing breast cancer will decrease 
from 25% to almost 0.  
De-sexed animals are also less prone to wander and fight, which makes then less likely to get injured or bitten.  
If your pet is also not microchipped yet, we can do this during the surgery, meaning they will not feel a thing! 
 
If you are interested in having your pet de-sexed or have any questions in regard to it then please feel free to 
call us at the Huon Valley Veterinary Hospital on 62643002. 

Announcing the new 
look HVDWA Webpage!   

 

Have you visited our  website recently? We’ve 
made some changes. 
Instead of the old dropdown menu, you can now 
click on an image or heading to view or down-
load its contents.  Walks schedule, events and 
newsletters will be posted as they are produced.  
Have a look at:  www.dogwalkingtas.org.au  
 
(just click on the HUON tab as highlighted in the 
photo). 

http://www.dogwalkingtas.org.au
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All walks now commence at 10.30A.M. Unless specified. 

Spring Walks Schedule 

 
Don’t forget to bring poo bags and water for your dog(s). 

If the weather looks inclement on walk day, please check our Facebook page or website 
www.dogwalkingtas.org.au 

Off lead and under control ? 
Several of our walks are ‘off-lead’ but please be aware that , un-
der the Dog Act, it is the owners responsibility to keep their dog 
under control  and in sight at all times.  
 
We love to see our dogs running free and playing together but 
sometimes there maybe a distraction or situation where your dog 
is not  
responding to you as he/she normally would and needs to go 
back on the lead. You may need to put your dog on a lead if he 
or she: 
 

• Has poor recall 
• Has a habit of running off out of your sight 
• Is aggressive or upsetting other dogs 
• Is behaving in a way that endangers itself or others 
• Any other situation where you feel that you don’t have control of 

your dog. 
 

 In addition to putting a dog on lead for the behaviours outlined, it 
is an owners prerogative to have their dog on lead during any of 
the walks if they feel it is in the best interest of the dog.  
 
We hope this  information helps you and your dog to  have a fun 
and relaxing walk. 

 
Tuesday 27 October – Crabtree:  Take the Huon High-
way to the Grove Store, turn into Mountain River Road 
then take the first left into Crabtree Road, follow this for 
about 2.5 km then turn left into Cross Road, the turning for 
Lucaston.  Park on the grass area and then walk along for 
about 2kms then return.  This is all on lead and is another 
scenic walk. 
 
 
 
 

Please note: at the time of publication, the Tas-
manian Government’s health advice is to main-
tain social distancing and other COVID-19 prac-
tices. 

Saturday 15 August, 10.30am – Copper Alley Bay:  
Drive into Cygnet and proceed through the town and the 
roundabout, keeping the Service Station on your left.  Go 
past the Yacht Club and drive for about 4kms when you 
will come to a bridge.  Once over the bridge turn left into 
Nichols Road and drive down to the water’s edge.  This is 
an on-lead walk which is very pretty and popular.   
 
Wednesday 26 August, 10.30am – Skinners Creek 
Track, Huonville:  Meet in the Esplanade, opposite Huon 
Jet Boats, then follow the signs for the walk.  There are 
several options for this walk, so depending on the weather 
on the day we can either do a long walk or a short one. 
26 August is National Dog Day in Australia, a day to en-
courage responsible dog ownership, the adoption of res-
cue dogs and to celebrate our amazing canine compan-
ions.  
 
Saturday 5 September – Braeside Road, Frank-
lin:   Braeside Road is 2.5 kms from the southern bounda-
ry of Franklin and is clearly sign-posted.  Follow this road 
for 2.6 kms until you come to Archers Road on your right 
(Braeside Road changes into a dirt road shortly before 
Archers Road) drive to number 23 Archers Road and fol-
low the sign to the parking area on the right.   
 
Saturday 19 September – Hartz View Road, 
Geeveston:   This is a new walk which is along a reasona-
bly flat gravel track.  Drive to Geeveston and turn down 
Arve Road. Drive along Arve Road until you reach the end 
of the tarmac surface. On the left you will see Hartz View 
Road leading to Hartz View Mountains and Tahune Air-
walk. Turn down this road and drive along until you see an 
orange Huon Valley Dog Walking Association sign at the 
beginning of a forestry track on your left. Turn down this 
track and you will see parking spaces a few metres along 
on your right.   
 
Wednesday 30 September – Ranelagh Recreation Ar-
ea:  Park at the Ranelagh Green, by the new Catholic 
Church.  Dogs must be on lead for the first part of the walk 
and once we reach the Dog Exercise Area they can all go 
off lead for a run and play.   
 
Saturday 17 October – Randalls Bay:  If coming from 
Huonville, drive south through Cygnet, turn left at the 
roundabout and drive south along the Channel Highway 
until you  come to the turnoff to Randalls Bay.  Drove down 
the hill and park near the barbecue area.  Dogs must be 
on lead until we are past the barbecue area then they can 
go off lead to enjoy the beach. 

http://www.dogwalkingtas.org.au
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New Members Welcome  

If you’d like to become a member, simply fill out this form and send it to the 
 address  below or, join us on a walk and deliver it personally! 

  

 Membership Application/Renewal form 
 Huon Valley Dog Walking Association (Inc) 

 

To October 2021 
  

Member No (if known).................. 
 

Name (s).............................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Address .............................................................................................................................................................. 
  
Dog(s) Name(s).................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Phone(s).............................................................................................................................................................. 
  
Email (Please print).......................................................................................................................................... 
  
Amount tendered $.................  subscription for 
 

  $20.00 Ordinary Membership  OR    $25.00Family Membership 

  

My Dog(s) vaccination is current (Yes/No).......................... 
  

You and your dog(s) participate in Huon Valley Dog Walking Association walks and activities at your own 

risk. The responsibility for your safety and the safety of your dog rests with you as a responsible member of the 

Association. 
 

Signed:   .............................................................................................................. Date: _ _/_ _/_ _ _ _ 
  

Enquiries to: 26 Duggans Road, Cradoc, Tas 7109 
Ph: 0424 504 043 or huondogwalkers@gmail.com 

   
Pay: Huon Valley Dog Walking Association (Inc.)   
 
Cash/Cheque/ EFT    BSB – 633000    Account No – 144419819    
 
Reference is your surname: ___________________________ or your membership number if you have one. 
  

Please forward this form with payment to the above address if paying by post.   
A receipt and membership card will be issued for new members.   

 

TOV 


